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Introduction

The Berlin wall was a protected concrete barrier, which ideologically and physically divided Berlin from the other parts. The building of this was necessitated by a defection by people from the German Democratic Republic, and they migrated to other parts. The GDR built the wall to prevent such emigrations and discourage outside interactions. President Ronald Reagan gave a speech in Berlin advocating for the wall to be brought down and called for people to accept change. The speech focused on change acceptance and bringing down the wall to allow opening up the region to the world.

Summary

In 1987 June 12, President Ronald Reagan arrived in Berlin and was allowed to view the Berlin wall from a balcony (Reagan, 2016). He later gave his speech at the Brandenburg Gate with the presence of the West German President and the West Berlin mayor. The speech insisted on the need for openness and changed with the president saying that freedom and security go together and human liberty strengthens the world peace. The speech also included the belief and faith of many that the wall would fall. Reagan stated that he saw the words “This wall will fall. Beliefs become a reality”, which showed the faith of Berlin residents of the wall falling one day. In his speech, he also called upon the end of arms race where he was referring to the SS-20 weapons that belonged to the Soviet Union. 

Reagans call for the fall of the Berlin wall was motivated by the need to open up Berlin to the rest of the world and give freedom to the Berlin residents. The speech aimed at discouraging communism and encouraging the Berlin leadership to accept and embrace democracy (Reagan, 2016). The region was enclosed from other parts, and the Soviet Union was in possession of dangerous nuclear weapons. He made the speech to advocate for peace and ask the Soviet leadership to be open to the world and accept change by allowing the citizens to interact with other people. He also had the aim of discouraging the possession and use of nuclear weapons like the SS-20 that belonged to the Soviet Union.

The news coverage of the speech focused on criticizing the speech and did not pay much attention to the speech as no importance was attached to it. The fall of the wall was received by joy and citizens flocked to the wall with celebrations of freedom. The fall of the wall united the western and eastern Germans, and it was an immediate symbol of freedom for the GDR citizens. People were allowed to move to other parts, which allowed for advocating peace. Most importantly, it was a symbol of the ending of the cold war as it showed the willingness of the Soviet Union to accept democracy. 

Context

President Ronald Reagan’s speech in Berlin has been associated with the fall of the Berlin wall (Mosman, 2014). His call for peace, freedom, change acceptance and openness may have informed the decision to open up the region. The peoples need for the wall to be brought down and the need for the west and east to be unified led to the bringing down of the wall. The fall of the wall was associated with the decision of Harald Jäger, the police officer guarding the gate, to allow East Germans to cross through the gate. 

The fall of the Berlin wall symbolized freedom of the GDR citizens and the start of democracy. Therefore, the war was a victory for the democracy and a downfall for communism. The democratic nations advocated for freedom and allowing people to be free. Bringing down the wall was an acceptance of these ideas thus a win for democracy. The wall had divided families making it impossible for them to visit each other, some citizens were disconnected from their jobs, which were across the border and the US was faulted for failing to respond (Mosman, 2014). People thought that the fall of the wall would reconnect them to their families, give them job opportunities elsewhere and open up their economy to the world.  

The Issue Today

Today, the American relations with the communist countries have improved though they are not fully integrated. Russia and the US have not become trust partners as it was anticipated at the fall of the Soviet Union (Hart, 2011). Although the relationship has improved between the two countries, they have not achieved the expected level of interactions. In 2008, the relationship between the US and China improved with China becoming the largest Foreign Creditor to the US (U.S relations to China, 2018). Later in 2011, President Obama announced a pivot to Asia, which included an increased investment plan in the Asia region. The move showed an improved relationship between the US and communist nations today. However, the communist nations are still big economic and political rivalries in the US despite the positive interactions and relations. 

Conclusion

The fall of the Berlin wall was a positive event for democracy and the freedom for the GDR citizens. President Ronald Reagan advocated the fall of the wall through his speech in Berlin. The speech targeted freedom, openness, and acceptance of change by the Soviet Union leadership. The wall was a barrier to residents of the east and west, and its bringing down led to celebrations by the citizens. Today, the relationship between the communist nations and the US has improved by full trust between the nations has not been achieved. 
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